Commumty center
acquires deed

BY JENNIFER FEALS
jfeals@seacoastoniine.com

XETER — The former Exeter Area Ju-

nior High School building will officially

be turned over to Squamscott Commu-
nity Commons on Monday, June 30.

The Exeter Region Cooperative School
Board approved a warranty deed and mainte-
nance agreement and supported signing the
appropriate documents that would transfer
the building to the community center during

a meeting on Tuesday, June 24. The Commons
has been in a purchase-and-sale agreement
with the Exeter Region Cooperative School
District to purchase the old high school “an-

“I think all of us at Squamscott Community
Commons are thrilled that we are closing on
June 30 and that the School Board approved
the decision,” said former executive director

nex” since August 2006.
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Carol Walker Aten, who is
now a member of the Advi-
sory Council. “It's been a lot of
work, collaboration and negoti-

ation to get to this point and all

along there has been only full
support from the school admin-
istration and school board in
making this happen in the two-
plus years we've been working
together. It hasn't been easy,
but it's always been good.”
Squamscott  Community
Commons is a multi-tenant
non-profit “green” community
center to be built on Linden

. Street in Exeter. It will house a
flﬂl-facility Y.M.C.A. and agen-
cies that provide programs and
semcm in health nnd wellness,
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The deed restrictions stay as
written as long as the school
district regulates the Tuck

Learning Campus next to the .
Commons.

Now that the closing date
is set, the Commons group is
revisiting the project schedule
and looking at when the abate-
ment and demolition of the for-
mer junior high building will be
scheduled. Aten said the public
will be made aware when the

Old school to be demolished

the | building is to be demolished as

there will be a celebration.

Aten said at this point she
would not quote a cost or com-
pletion date as the schedule is
constantly changing.

The Commons has previously
reported a completion date of
mid 2009 and estimated cost of
more than $13 million.

A private celebration is
scheduled next week at the
newly-renovated Exeter Inn to
honor the hundreds of volun-
teers and major contributors
who have brought the Commons
from vision to reality. For more
information, contact Aten at
carol@squamscott.org or 778-
4722,

Participating agencies of
Squamscott Community Com-
mons include Exeter Center for
Creative Arts, Great Bay Kids
Company, Richie McFarland
Children’s Center, Rockingham



